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Thursday 20 June 2013
8:30 am–3:45 pm
speakers & panels

visit globalhighered.wordpress.com
for full list of speakers

    

This workshop is designed to engender discussion and 

debate about the MOOCs phenomenon from a European 

perspective, as well as about the implications of the 

MOOCs juggernaut for European universities and students. 

We seek to learn about MOOCs by contextualizing them, 

speaking about their histories and geographies, their tech-

nologies and aspirational futures, as well as their uneven 

geographies and power geometries. In doing so we hope 

that participants will become more astute thinkers about 

potentials and limits of MOOCs, not to mention how to 

situate the fast changing MOOCs phenomenon. Given this 

workshop attendees need not be Europeanists; you simply 

need to be interested in MOOCs, online learning, and the 

transformation of higher education more generally.

George Siemens developed and taught (with Stephen 

Downes) the first ever ‘MOOC’ in 2008, and is one of the 

world’s leading experts on MOOCs. Siemens is an educator 

and researcher on learning, networks, analytics and visualization, openness, and organiza-

tional effectiveness in digital environments. He is the author of Knowing Knowledge, an 
exploration of how the context and characteristics of knowledge have changed and

what it means to organizations today, and the Handbook of Emerging Technologies for 
Learning. Siemens is the Associate Director of the Technology Enhanced Knowledge

Research Institute at Athabasca University. Siemens is also the co-founder of the newly 

established MOOC Research Initiative (MRI) which is being funded by the Gates Foundation.
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